
67White Markings

AUSSIES MAS

White markings
AKC and FCI: White is acceptable on the neck (either in part or as a 
full collar), chest, legs, muzzle underparts, blaze on head and white 
extension from underpart up to four inches, measuring from a 
horizontal line at the elbow.   

ASCA: With or without white markings.

White markings
AKC and FCI: White Markings: White markings are not required but 
when present do not dominate. Ticking may be present in white 
markings.  

White markings may be in any combination and are restricted to: the 
muzzle, cheeks, crown, blaze on head, the neck in a partial or full 
collar, chest, belly, front legs, hind legs up the hock and may extend in 
a thin outline of the stifle. If a natural undocked tail is present, the tip 
of the tail may have white.

White on head
AKC and FCI: White on the head should not predominate, and the 
eyes must be fully surrounded by color and pigment.

ASCA: On all colors the areas surrounding the ears and eyes are 
dominated by color other than white. 

White on head
AKC and FCI: White on the head does not predominate, and the eyes 
are fully surrounded by color and pigment. Ears fully covered by color 
are preferred. 

AKC: Severe Fault: White markings covering over 25 percent of an ear. 

White collar
AKC and FCI: The hairline of a white collar does not exceed the point 
of the withers at the skin.

ASCA: The hairline of a white collar does not exceed the point at the 
withers.

White collar
AKC and FCI: The hairline of a white collar does not exceed the 
withers at the skin. 

White belly extension
AKC and FCI: White extension from underpart up to 4 inches (10 cm), 
measuring from a horizontal line at the elbow. 

ASCA: Not described.

White belly extension
AKC and FCI: A small amount of white extending from the underline 
may be visible from the side, not to exceed one inch (2.5 cm) above 
the elbow. 

Disqualification
AKC and FCI: White body splashes, which means white on body 
between withers and tail, on sides between elbows and back of 
hindquarters in all colors.

ASCA: White body splashes (not defined).

Disqualification
AKC and FCI: White body splashes, which means any conspicuous, 
isolated spot or patch of white on the area between withers and tail, 
on back, or sides between elbows and back of hindquarters.



K
A

IT
LY

N
 P

R
IC

E 
P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y

AUSSIES: White inside this area  
is a DISQUALIFICATION

MAS: Conspicuous, 
ISOLATED spot or patch of 
white inside this area is a 

DISQUALIFICATION

68Maximum Acceptable White Markings

White collar
ALL STANDARDS: The hairline of a white collar does not 
exceed the point of the withers at the skin. (Lift the coat to 
locate the roots of the hair.)

Belly and stifle white  

AUSSIES
AKC and FCI: White extension from underpart up to 4 inches 
(10 cm), measuring from a horizontal line at the elbow. 

ASCA: Not defined.

MAS 

AKC and FCI: A small amount of white extending from the 
underline may be visible from the side, not to exceed one 
inch (2.5 cm) above the elbow. 

White body splashes

AUSSIES
AKC and FCI: Disqualification: White body splashes, which 
means white on body between withers and tail, on sides 
between elbows and back of hindquarters in all colors.

ASCA: Disqualification: White body splashes (not defined). 

MAS
AKC and FCI: Disqualification: White body splashes, which 
means any conspicuous, ISOLATED spot or patch of white on 
the area between withers and tail, on back, or sides between 
elbows and back of hindquarters.

Like
THIS



69Belly White and White Body Splashes

DEFINITION OF WHITE BODY SPLASH

AUSSIES
AKC and FCI: White body splashes, which means white on body between withers and tail, on 
sides between elbows and back of hindquarters in all colors.

ASCA: Not defined.

MAS
AKC and FCI: White body splashes, which means any conspicuous, ISOLATED spot or patch 
of white on the area between withers and tail, on back, or sides between elbows and back of 
hindquarters.

WHY is this a disqualification?  
White body splashes may indicate a dog has two copies of the merle gene or the Piebald gene. 

• Puppies from a merle to merle cross that have excess white markings are frequently blind, 
deaf, or have vision and hearing impairment. 

• Puppies from a solid to merle cross that have excess white may have two copies of the Piebald 
gene, which is also associated with deafness, particularly if there is white around the base of 
the ear. See page 72.

Excess white is disqualified to discourage production of vision- and hearing-impaired puppies. 

White coming up from the underpart 
(belly white)
If a dog appears to have excess white coming  
up from the underpart, lift up the hair and verify 
the location of the root of the hair. The root of 
the hair must not extend into the body color. 

AUSSIES 
AKC and FCI: Up to 4 inches (10 cm) measuring 
from a horizontal line at the elbow.

MAS 

AKC and FCI: Not to exceed 1 inch (2.5 cm) 
above the elbow. 

NOTE: LOOK AT BOTH SIDES OF THE DOG 
BECAUSE MARKINGS CAN BE DIFFERENT. 

AUSSIES: Maximum acceptable 
belly white. 
MAS: Fault: Exceeds 1 inch (2.5 cm) 
above the elbow.

AUSSIES AND MAS: 
Disqualification: ISOLATED 
white body splash.

AUSSIES: Disqualification 
MAS: Severe fault: Excess body 
white.

AUSSIES: Disqualification 
MAS: Severe fault: Excess  
belly white.

Like
THIS

Not
THAT

Not
THAT

Not
THAT
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Three patches of merling, not white.

70Minimal Merling and Light Color Merling

Minimal merling (sometimes called cryptic or phantom merle) 
The two dogs above have very little merling and could be 
mistaken as solid color when they are actually merles. The 
red merle has merling only on her face. The blue merle has 
merling on his face, throat, and chest. 

Minimal merles can have small patches of merling on the 
body that might appear to be white body splashes, which 
is a disqualification. If there is doubt, slide an armband or 
white piece of paper under the gray hair to compare it to 
true white. Be very careful not to mistake pale gray hair  
for white hair, especially under artificial lighting.

Light color merling
Merling can be very light in color, appearing almost white, 
as shown on the dog above. There may be small patches of 
merling on the body that might appear to be white body 
splashes, which is a disqualification. If there is doubt, slide 
an armband or white piece of paper under the gray hair to 
compare it to true white. Be very careful not to mistake pale 
gray hair for white hair, especially under artificial lighting.

Excellent in-depth information on the 
merle gene in The Incredible Story of 
Merle by Mary Langevin.

Order online

https://www.merle-sine-insertion-from-
mc-mh.com/
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Hands-on examination
If the white collar of a dog appears to extend past the point of the withers, it is 
important to examine the collar with your hands. Lift up the hair and verify the 
location of the root of the hair. The root of the white collar hair must not extend 
past the point of the withers into the body color. A hands-on exam reveals that 
the white collar of the above dog does not exceed the point of the withers and is 
acceptable according to the standards. 

The white collar on the dog at lower left exceeds the point of the withers and there 
is excess white on other parts of its body. See page 65.

When making breeding decisions, avoid pairing sires and dams who both have maxi-
mum white trim. These pairings may produce puppies with excess white trim and the 
possibility of deafness. See page 72.

ALL STANDARDS

The hairline of a white collar should not 
exceed the point of the withers at the skin.

Like
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Not
THAT



72White on Head

White on ears 

AUSSIES
AKC and FCI: White on and around the ears 
is not specifically mentioned.

ASCA: On all colors the areas surrounding 
the ears and eyes are dominated by color 
other than white. 

MAS
AKC and FCI: Ears fully covered by color 
are preferred. AKC: Severe fault: White 
markings covering over 25 percent of an ear. 

WHY?
White surrounding ears, especially the base 
of the ears, can predispose dogs to deafness. 
The unpigmented skin in the inner ear can 
cause the nerve endings to atrophy and die 
in utero or during the first few weeks of life.

Information about color used with permission 
from ASGHI.org and "A Field Guide To Coloration 
of Australian Shepherds" at http://color.ashgi.
org/color/index.html. 

White should not surround eyes

AUSSIES
AKC and FCI: White on the head should not 
predominate, and the eyes must be fully 
surrounded by color and pigment.

ASCA: On all colors the areas surrounding 
the ears and eyes are dominated by color 
other than white. 

MAS
AKC and FCI: White on the head does 
not predominate, and the eyes are fully 
surrounded by color and pigment. 

WHY?
White color around the eyes may indicate 
eye defects resulting from improper 
development of the tissues of the eye.  
This applies to puppies from merle  
to merle pairings. 

Acceptable amount of white  
on head

AUSSIES
AKC and FCI: White on the head should not 
predominate. 

ASCA: On all colors the areas surrounding 
the ears and eyes are dominated by color 
other than white. 

MAS
AKC and FCI: Ears fully covered by color are 
preferred.  
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GET THE ANSWERS to your questions about the breed standards

Available on Amazon worldwide.

“I am a very visual person 
and this has helped me to “see” what it is I need to with my dogs. 
It is helping me to have that ‘automatic’ eye to see the correct 
structure of my dogs.” - Teresa, Amazon review

“Highly recommend! Great descriptions and pictures of what you 
want in the breed standards!“ - Terry R., Amazon review

“Brilliant! Best Aussie 
book in a long time!” 
- Lisa, Amazon review

“The photos and 
diagrams are excellent 
teaching tools and the 
written explanations are 
concise and easy to 
understand. This is THE 
reference book!” - J.M., 
Amazon review

Click here to buy on Amazon.com
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